Agenda

I
Introductions

II
Opening Comments



NOFD Fire Prevention Chief – Elbert Thomas



NOFD Superintendent – Charles Parent



State Fire Marshal – Butch Browning

III
Common Problems



Lack of 2nd means of egress



Lack of approved egress from second floor



Unenclosed stairway/vertical openings



Obstructed exits or exit access



Improper door swings



Travel distance



Overcrowding 



Improper storage



Unauthorized/permitted construction changes to structure or change of use

IV
Progress

· Code compliance achieved by many businesses

· BBSA and the State Appeal Board are sensitized to FQ businesses unable to meet strict compliance with code requirements and has allowed equivalencies 

·  SFM worked closely with NOFD and other agencies to expedite plan review and appeal processes

· NOFD has continued to coordinate fire watch detail services to businesses thus minimizing interruption to business operations while violations are being remediated

· S&P assigned a liaison staff to facilitate business and coordinate permit process with other regulatory agencies

· VCC worked closely with NOFD and other agencies to expedite application process

· AA provided continued status report on non-compliance cases which had AA hearings

· S&WB modified requirements for sprinkler system installations allowing sprinkler system equivalencies to be less cost prohibitive due to specifications for vault and meter

· Col Ebbert & Councilperson Clarkson worked closely with NOFD monitoring the progress of each project and spearheaded the efforts to reduce S&WB fees for sprinkler system installations

V
French Quarter Inspection/Code Enforcement Program progress

· Aggressive effort to clear open cases

· Inspections conducted simultaneous with NOFD and SFM inspectors (M-F 9am-4pm, however, capacity checks will be randomly conducted during hours of operation)

· NFPA 101 Life Safety Code, International Fire Code as amended, and other codes as referenced will be used to conduct inspections

· Inspectors will cite violations and building representatives will be give written copies of inspection report

· Inspection report will indicate timeframe in which violations must be corrected

· It’s not always required but in complicated cases, it’s strongly recommended that building representatives/owners retain a design professional (licensed architect or engineer) to evaluate the structure and prepare a proposed plan of correction to bring the structure within code-compliance

VI 
What can businesses do to be ready for inspection?

· Ensure all required permits are current

· Ensure capacity signs are current and posted

· Ensure NOFD has copy of all current CTF’s on all fire protection systems

· Ensure all fire protection systems are 100% operable and properly tagged

· Prepare/review/and enforce crowd control procedures

· Ensure all exits and access to exits are maintained clear and obstructed

· Be prepared to correct any violations immediately or for complicated cases get a plan of correction to NOFD and SFM with a reasonable time-line for completion of work

VII
Fire Watch Details

· When required?

· Who conducts fire watch details?

· Cost for fire watch detail services?

VIII 
Appeal Process

· Where & when to appeal

· Equivalencies

IX
Closing comments

