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June 3, 2009

Dear Colleagues and Business Representatives,  
In a city known for its historic culture, eclectic music, cuisine and tourism, it is imperative to always consider public safety. In the wake of several national tragedies involving fires and overcrowding in places of assembly, the New Orleans Fire Department implemented a French Quarter Inspection Program to target this area most visited and enjoyed by locals and tourists. These inspections enabled us to identify hazards and structural deficiencies which could possibility jeopardize the safety of our citizens and visitors. 
While the inspection program was deemed successful, the wrath of Hurricane Katrina temporarily redirected the enforcement efforts of our staff.  In preparation for one of the most active tourist periods Post Katrina and the associated heightened national attention, the New Orleans Fire Department along with the Louisiana Office of State Fire Marshal is in the process of resuming its French Quarter Inspection Program. We would like to invite you or a representative to participate in a meeting to discuss the inspection/code enforcement process and the means to most effectively conduct these inspections while minimizing negative impact on business owners and merchants in the French Quarter.  This meeting is our opportunity for all stake-holders to proactively participate in the process to ensure fire safety for our citizens and visitors.
The meeting is scheduled for June 8, 2009 at 10:00 am at City Hall (1300 Perdido St. in the Homeland Security Conference Room on the 8th floor Room 8E12).  Please let me know if you or someone from your office will be able to attend.  I may be reached at (504) 658-4770 Monday through Friday between the hours of 9:00am to 4:00 pm. or emailed at ethomas@cityofno.com.

Sincerely,


Elbert R. Thomas
Chief of Fire Prevention






